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Stanton Center Mission 

The Stanton Center at the Cathedral Church of  St. 

Matthew serves the Diocese of Dallas by providing: 

• a variety of courses in theology and spirituality, de-

signed to meet the needs of all Christians who desire 

to grow and mature in their discipleship. 

• diploma programs for lay leaders in our parishes with 

concentrations in the areas of Evangelism and Catech-

esis. 

• education and preparation for individuals seeking ordi-

nation to the Diaconate in the Diocese of Dallas. 

• continuing education and seminars for clergy and lay 

leaders. 

 

Mission Statement 

The Stanton Center strives to equip and sustain lay and 

ordained  leaders, enabling them to carry out the Great 

Commission and the Great Commandment.   In this way 

the Center assists the Diocese in nurturing and maintaining 

the sacred traditions of the Church and enabling all Chris-

tians to answer the call to ministry which we receive in 

Baptism.   

 

 



 

  Stanton Center Weekend Schedule 
 
Classes at the Stanton Center are held one weekend each month. Full
-year classes begin in August and run through May.  Half-year classes 
run from August through December (fall) and from January through 
May (spring).  The academic calendar for 2020-2021 may be found on 
page 29 of this catalog.  
 
All students are encouraged to participate in the Eucharist and the 
shared lunch which follows in the Great Hall on Saturday.  
Participation in the Saturday Eucharist is required for those who are 
postulants or candidates for Holy Orders. 
  
Saturday 8:00 - 11:00 a.m. Morning classes 
  11:15 a.m.  Eucharist 
  12:00 p.m.  Lunch 
  1:00 - 4:00 p.m. Afternoon classes 
  4:00 - 7:00 p.m. Late afternoon classes  
 
(Morning classes meet from 9:00-12:00 AM if no Eucharist is 
scheduled.) 

 

 
Stanton Center classes meet at Diocesan House, which is located at the corner 
of Ross Avenue and Garrett. Ample free parking is available on class days.  
 

Campus 
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Admissions 
 
The Stanton Center is open to any adult interested in pursuing in-
depth Christian theological study.  An application for admission 
can be obtained from the Stanton Center office any time during 
the academic year  
• by calling 214.826-8310,  
• by emailing stantoncenter@edod.org,  
• by visiting our website at www.thestantoncenter.org. 
• or by visiting our website at  www.edod.org.   
The application for admission includes academic history, a clergy 
recommendation, and an admission essay.  Deadline for admis-
sion is August 15th; there is no admission fee.  
  
Students have the option of taking courses for credit or audit.  
Students completing courses for credit must fulfill all require-
ments for attendance, class participation, study, and any course 
requirements such as research papers, examinations, and field 
projects assigned by the instructor. Students who are pursuing a 
Diploma in Christian Ministry, a Diploma in Christian Studies, or a 
Licentiate in Diaconal Ministry must take the required course-
work for credit and will receive a letter grade for each course.   
 
Students who wish to take courses for personal spiritual growth 
may audit one or more courses each year. Students who choose 
to audit a class may not miss more than two classes and must 
complete requirements for reading and class participation, but 
no written assignments are required.  Completed courses will be 
listed on the students’ transcript as “audit” with no course grade 
noted. 
 

Attendance Requirements 
 
All students are invited to attend Orientation Day in August.  New 
students who are taking courses for credit are required to 
attend.  Students taking courses for credit may not miss more 
than two classes during the year and still receive credit (no more 
than one absence for half-year courses).  Appeals regarding this 
attendance policy must be made to the instructor and approved 
by the director. 



 

  

 
 
 

The following Rule of Life is suggested as a model for students 
attending the Stanton Center.  All students are urged to adopt a 
personal  Rule of Life as a part of their spiritual development. 
 

1. Daily prayer 
2. Daily reading and reflection upon the Scriptures 
3. Weekly attendance at worship in your home parish 
4. Attendance at the Stanton Center Eucharist 
5. Seeking the counsel of a spiritual director or advisor 
6. Annual spiritual retreat 

Rule of Life 
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Academic Procedures and Policies 
 
Registration 
Registration begins in April for the following academic year and continues 
through the first day of class. All students must submit a registration form, 
including a $25 non-refundable registration fee, prior to the first class 
session. Registration forms can be found on the website 
(www.thestantoncenter.org or www.edod.org) or requested by emailing 
stantoncenter@edod.org. 
 
Students may complete late registration or add a course prior to the second 
class session.  No late registrations or adds are allowed after the second 
class session. 
 
Parish Groups 
Groups of 3 or more people from the same parish taking the same class may 
request an application for a 10% group discount by contacting the director 
prior to submitting their registration forms.  
 
Dropping a course 
Students may drop a course through the end of the second Saturday of 
classes with no academic penalty. The course will not be entered on the 
student’s transcript. Course tuition will be refunded (if applicable) with the 
exception of the $25 registration fee, which is non-refundable.  
 
Withdrawal 
Students wishing to withdraw from the Stanton Center after the second class 
session will receive a grade of “W”.  No tuition refund will be given for these 
classes.  Students who have signed a financial agreement for paying tuition 
in monthly installments must fulfill their full financial obligation to the 
Stanton Center.  
 
Auditing a course 
Any course may be audited. Anyone wishing to audit a course should note 
this on the registration form. Although students who are auditing a course 
are not required to write papers or take exams, they should expect to 
complete reading assignments in order to participate in class discussions.  
Check with the course instructor for specific expectations. 
 
 
 



 

  
 

Academic Advising 
All new students taking classes for credit must schedule an admissions 
appointment with the Stanton Center director before registering for 
classes. It is also recommended that each returning student check in 
with the director before registering for classes to make sure they are 
meeting the requirements for their program of study.  
 
Grading Policies 
The following grade symbols are used for class assignments: 

A Outstanding 
B Very good 
C Acceptable or average 
D Below-average work; no credit given 
F Failure to do minimal work; no credit given 

 
“Rewrite” —This mark is given at the instructor’s discretion if the 
student’s response does not fulfill the assignment or answer the 
question that was asked. The student is given the opportunity to 
try again and there is no grading penalty if the replacement 
response (rewrite) meets assignment guidelines and is received 
within the time limit set by the instructor.  
 

The following grade symbols are used on the official grade report or 
transcript: 

A Outstanding or exceptional work 
B Very good or commendable work 
C Acceptable or average work 
D Below-average work; no credit given 
F Failure to do minimal work; no credit given 
Au Audit, no grade assigned 
Inc Incomplete grade (see policies below) 
W Withdrawn from course  

 
Late Assignments 
Assignments that are turned in after the assigned date will receive a 
grade that is one letter grade lower than the earned grade for each 
month they are late.  This policy will apply unless the student has made 
arrangements with the instructor for an extension due to illness or 
emergency. 
 

Independent Study 
Some courses may be taken as an Independent Study.  Permission must 
be given by the director and the instructor teaching the course. Rea-
sons for taking a course as an Independent Study will be considered on 
an individual basis.  
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Appeal Process for a Course Grade 
1. The student who wishes to appeal a course grade should schedule a 

conference with the instructor to discuss the grade. 
2. If the student wishes to appeal a course grade further, an appoint-

ment should be made with the director or dean. 
 
Incomplete 
Students may apply for a course grade of “Incomplete” prior to the final 
class session by obtaining an Incomplete Grade Contract from the direc-
tor. Contracts must be approved by the course instructor and signed by 
the student, course instructor, and the director.  Once an Incomplete 
Grade Contract is signed, all work must be turned in to the instructor by 
the date indicated on the contract.  If all work is not received by the 
instructor on or before that date, a grade of “F” will be entered on the 
student’s transcript.  Special circumstances which warrant an exception 
to this policy will be determined only through consultation with the 
Dean. 

Policy on Plagiarism  
Plagiarism is defined as intentionally representing the words or ideas of 
another as one’s own in any academic exercise.  Plagiarism will not be 
tolerated at the Stanton Center and may be grounds for failing the 
course or dismissal from the school as determined by the Dean and  
the course instructor.  All students are required to sign a copy of the 
Stanton Center policy on plagiarism prior to the first class session indi-
cating their understanding and acceptance of this policy.  
 
Transfer of Credits 
Credit for equivalent coursework from another institution may be given 
upon the receipt of an official transcript and with the approval of the 
Dean and the appropriate instructor. Students should submit the 
course outline for the courses they would like to have considered for 
transfer credit in addition to the official transcript.  
 
Program Requirements 
Students are responsible for meeting the requirements for a particular 
program as set forth in the Stanton Center catalog at the time of their 
entrance to the school. Students who do not successfully complete any 
courses during a given academic year are considered “withdrawn” and 
become subject to the requirements of the catalog for the year of their 
re-entry.  
 
 



 

  

Requirements for Ordination 
In all cases, admission to the Stanton Center is separate from admission to the 
application process for ordination.  Information regarding the application and 
discernment process for ordination is available from the Diocesan office, and 
it is the student’s responsibility to obtain this information. Receiving a Licenti-
ate in Diaconal Ministry or a Diploma in Christian Ministry from the Stanton 
Center does not in any way guarantee eligibility for ordination. Students seek-
ing ordination are responsible for communicating with the Diocesan office 
regarding any changes in the requirements for ordination, which may not cor-
respond with the program requirements set forth in the catalog.  

Tuition and Fees  
 
Registration fee (non-refundable, separate from tuition):  $25 
    
Tuition for  taking a full-year course for credit:  $400 
  
Fee for auditing a full-year course:  $300 
  
Tuition for taking a half-year course for credit:  $200 
  
Fee for auditing a half-year course:  $150 
 
Tuition for “Guide for the Perplexed”:  $150 credit/$100 audit 
  
Saturday lunch for 10 months (optional):  $85  when paid in advance—on 
or prior to the September class weekend 
 
 
 
New students must pay tuition in full by the first day of class.  Returning 
students who register by June 1st have the option of paying tuition in in-
stallments with the completion of a financial agreement at the time of regis-
tration. Credit cards are accepted through PayPal.  Grades or diplomas will 
not be issued to students who have not met their full financial obligation 
to the Center. Students experiencing financial need should speak to their 
rector about a recommendation for a partial scholarship.  
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Old Testament 

Introduction to the Christian Life (Spiritual Theo) 

Introduction to Christian Ministry and the BCP* 
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Please Note: entrance into and 

completion of one of these programs 

neither implies nor guarantees licen-

sure or ordination to a particular mini* 

stry or order. 

*  Certain candidates already approved 

to be licensed Evangelists may be 

exempt from this course, and take 

Evangelism in its place. 

* * Those hoping to be licensed evange-

lists must also complete an apprentice-

ship, which is not part of this program. 

† Only those approved by the bishop to 

discern and train for the diaconate may 

begin this course. 

† †  At this stage all diaconal candidates 

will be required to take several courses 

at Wycliffe College via distance ed. 

Please check with the Stanton Center 

administrator re: which courses will be 

required in a particular year. 

DIPLOMA IN 

CHRISTIAN 

STUDIES 

                   

                   

                                                                           

 

     

DIPLOMA IN 

CHRISTIAN MIN 

(Evangelism) 

Lay Education Evangelists** 

New Testament                              New Testament    

Church History (Gen/Ang)           Evangelism       

The Creeds                                      The Creeds     

 Homiletics/Cross-Cultural 
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LICENTIATE IN 

DIACONAL MIN 

                   Homiletics /Ethics                 † † Homiletics / Ethics  

                   Evangelism        Evangelism         

                                                                           Spir. Leadership of Groups/                  The Creeds   

               Children & Youth                  Pastoral Ministry   

          

DIPLOMA IN 

CHRISTIAN MIN 

(Catechesis) 

Catechists Deacons† 

    New Testament   New Testament 

    Church History (Gen/Ang)  Church History (Gen/Ang) 

    The Creeds    Diaconal Theology / Liturgy 



 

  

In the 2020-2021 academic year, the Stanton Center will offer two options 
for online courses in order to make theological education more accessible 
to students throughout the vast reaches of the Diocese of Dallas. 
 
Classes in Real Time via Video Conferencing 
While we are passionate about the benefits of the community formed in 
our in-person classes at the Stanton Center, the realities of modern life 
sometimes make face-to-face study impractical, or even dangerous. We 
learned through our experience with the global pandemic of 2020 that 
other options must be made available in times of crisis.  All Stanton Center 
classes will be available via Zoom conferencing should the need arise again.   
 
A Class not in Real Time  
We are developing a library of recorded classes which can be made 
available to students who are unable to come to St. Matthew’s Cathedral 
for course instruction. One example is our course entitled, “Guide for the 
Perplexed” in which an esteemed group of teacher/theologians address 
many of the hardest questions of the faith such as “Why do bad things 
happen to good people?” and “Why would God want the death of His 
Son?”; concepts to truly challenge the minds of those who want to better 
understand the faith.  Contact the Dean at jhylden@edod.org for more 
information about recorded classes. 

Online Course Offerings 

 
The following programs for lay leaders are offered at the Stanton 
Center. Each program includes foundational courses designed to 
deepen the individual’s understanding of Scripture and special-
ized coursework to equip lay leaders for a particular area of Bap-
tismal ministry. Upon successful completion of the required 
coursework, participants will be awarded either a two-year Diplo-
ma in Christian Studies or a three-year Diploma in Christian Min-
istry (with a specific area of concentration). 

Lay Leader Diplomas and Concentrations  

mailto:jhylden@edod.org
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These programs of study meet the educational requirements 
for licensing by the Diocese of Dallas in particular areas of Lay 
Ministry as noted below and on the chart on pages 12-13.  In 
order for an individual to be considered for licensing by the 
Diocese as a Lay Minister, the parish must request licensing 
and certify that there is a need for the lay ministry in the par-
ish.  The licensing of Lay Ministers by the Diocese of Dallas will 
be in accordance with Canon III.4.1(a) of the Constitution and 
Canons of the Episcopal Church.  
 
Diploma in Christian Studies 
Required courses: Old Testament, Intro. to Christian Life, Intro. to 
Christian Ministry and the BCP, New Testament, Church History, and 
The Creeds,  
 
Diploma in Christian Ministry - Concentration in Evangelism 

(Required for induction into the Order of Lay Evangelists) 

Required courses: Old Testament, Intro. to Christian Life, Evangelism, 

New Testament, The Creeds, Homiletics, and Cross-Cultural Ministry  

 

Diploma in Christian Ministry - Concentration in Catechesis 

(Required for induction into the Order of Lay Catechists) 

Required courses: Old Testament, Intro. to Christian Life, Intro. to 

Christian Ministry and the BCP, New Testament, Church History, The 

Creeds, Homiletics, Ethics, Spiritual Leadership of Groups/Children 

and Youth, and Evangelism 

 

Diploma in Christian Ministry - Concentration in Pastoral Care  

(Recommended for licensing as a Lay Eucharistic Visitor) 

Required courses: Old Testament, Intro. to Christian Life, Intro. to 

Christian Ministry and the BCP, New Testament, Church History, The 

Creeds, Evangelism, Pastoral Ministry, and Cross-Cultural Ministry  

 

Diploma in Christian Ministry - Concentration in Youth Ministry 

Required courses: Old Testament, Intro. to Christian Life, Intro. to 

Christian Ministry and the BCP, New Testament, Church History, The 

Creeds, Evangelism, Youth Ministry, and Cross-Cultural Ministry  

 

 



 

  

What are Catechists and Evangelists? 

Catechists and evangelists are lay people, called by God, trained and licensed 
by the Church to teach the faith and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ.   

Lay Catechist   

Catechists are those who have a particular call to teach the apostolic faith 

“once delivered to the saints” (Jude 1:3).  First, they are prepared to teach the 

faith to new Christians and young people preparing for Baptism, Confirmation, 

Reception, and the Reaffirmation of their Baptismal Vows.  Second, they are 

prepared to assist parish clergy in the ongoing ministry of Christian formation.  

Third, they are prepared to assist the Bishop in teaching the faith in diocesan 

Mission congregations, new church plants, and other small parishes as the 

Bishop may request.  Their work in the diocese is overseen by the Bishop, and 

in each congregation by the rector or vicar.   

Catechists have a long and rich history in the Episcopal Church and the Angli-
can Communion.  They have often served in places that cannot afford full-time 
clergy, or new communities that have not yet called a priest.  (Link Radner’s 
essay.)  In this way they have often been at the cutting edge of church growth 
in challenging contexts.  Catechists have been crucial in the work of teaching 
the faith to the next generation, which is the work of the whole Christian com-
munity, not just the clergy.   

Lay Evangelist 

Evangelists are those who have a particular call to “go into all the world” 
and share the Gospel (Mark 16:15), so that those who do not know 
Christ may be brought to the knowledge and love of Him (BCP, Prayer 
for Mission, p. 101).  They are gifted and trained to present the Good 
News in such a way that people are led to receive Christ as Savior and 
follow Christ as Lord in the fellowship of the Church.   

Evangelists, like catechists, have a crucial place in our church’s history 
and mission.  In the Church Missionary Society of the 19th century, and 
the East African Revival of the early 20th century, millions came to a sav-
ing faith in Christ in the fellowship of his Body the Church, leading to 
what we now call the Anglican Communion in many lands.  Evangelists 
are everyday Christians who are called to bring Christ to every man, 
woman, and child, making disciples of all nations (Matt. 28:16).   

Lay Orders 
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Lay Catechists: If you, your priest, and your Christian community have dis-
cerned in you a particular gifting and passion for teaching the faith, then you 
may be called to the ministry of a lay catechist.  You may be involved in teach-
ing Sunday School in your church, or leading small groups, or volunteering 
with the youth group.  Perhaps you are an experienced teacher who wants to 
go deeper into the Christian faith, to be better equipped to teach it to others.  
Or perhaps you would like training in how to be a more effective teacher or 
small group leader.  If any of this is true, then a Catechist may be what God is 
calling you to be. 

  

Lay Evangelists:  If you, your priest, and your Christian community have dis-
cerned in you a particular gifting and passion for sharing the Good News of 
Jesus Christ with those who do not know him, then you may be called to the 
ministry of a lay evangelist.  You may find yourself sharing the faith in daily 
conversations with friends or co-workers, or feel led by the Spirit to share the 
Gospel with someone sitting next to you in an airport.  Perhaps you would love 
to be better equipped to share your faith, but sometimes feel uncomfortable 
doing so.  Perhaps you are already gifted in bearing witness to the Gospel, but 
would like better training in Christian doctrine, apologetics, or cross-cultural 
ministry.  If any of this true, then you may be called to be an Evangelist.        

 



 

  

Diaconal ministry is an extension of the ministry of Christ, who 
came not to be served but to serve, and who commissioned the 
apostles to continue his work: “As the Father sent me, so I send 
you.” The institution of the Diaconate in the New Testament 
church was intended to maintain and expand the ministry of 
apostolic proclamation and to exhibit its inseparability from 
concern for the material, social, and economic needs of the 
people.  
 
The New Testament records that the first deacons assumed social 
responsibilities on behalf of the apostles. In the patristic church, 
deacons were the managers of the church’s property and finances, 
and exercised pastoral care by taking the Eucharist to the sick and 
those far away. By the Middle Ages, however, the office of deacon 
had become a transitional one towards priesthood, and the 
diaconal function of assuming social responsibility was fulfilled 
instead by monastic orders, Godly princes, and faithful bishops 
who were expected to alleviate the burden of the poor.  
 
With the rise of the secular state, the government took over 
diaconal functions and no longer saw those functions as a ministry. 
Over time, the church came to view its ministry as being centered 
on only the gathered community of the faithful.  
 
In recent times, the church has committed itself to reclaiming the 
original wholeness of its ministry. The Diaconate connects service 
with proclamation and worship. Ordained deacons personify, 
sacramentalize, and enable the ministry of service to which all are 
called in baptism. Therefore, deacons must be educated, 
accountable leaders who identify and facilitate servant ministry. 
 
Deacons “interpret the church to the world and the world to the 
church.” Deacons are trained to understand, speak and explain the 
sacred and the secular in both realms. Deacons ask the probing 
questions in the world and the church, drawing each out of their 
places of complacency and comfort. Such challenging questions 
point to the life-giving presence of Christ eternally connecting the 
world and the church.  
 

Adapted from Guidelines for Deacon Programs, North American 
Association for the Diaconate, © 2000. 

Philosophy of Diaconal Formation 



 

 19 

       
The goals for the Diaconal Formation program are as follows: 

• To meet the canonical requirements for the education and formation of those 
seeking ordination to the Diaconate as set down by the Episcopal Church and the 
Diocese of Dallas. 

• To adhere to the guidelines of the North American Association for the Diaconate.  

• To provide a complete formation and education program in a three-year time 
frame. 

• To structure the program so that new students can enter the program each 
August. 

 
Students in the Diaconal formation program are required to address the 
following five canonical areas of study: Scripture, Theology and Church 
Tradition, the Diaconate, Human Awareness and Understanding, Spiritual 
Development and Discipline, and Practical Training and Experience.  Each of 
these areas of study are addressed in coursework offered at the Stanton 
Center  
 
Required Courses for Diaconal Formation 
Old Testament, Intro. to Christian Life, Intro. to Christian Ministry and the BCP, 
New Testament, Church History, The Creeds, Homiletics, Ethics, Evangelism, 
Diaconal Theology/Liturgical Role, and Pastoral Ministry*   

 
*At least two of the italicized courses must be taken either online or in residence at 
Wycliffe College, Toronto or another seminary approved for Diaconal formation by the 
Diocese of Dallas.  See the Stanton Center director for more information. 

 

Program of Study for Diaconal Formation 



 

  

 
 
 
Church History (General/Anglican) 
An exploration of Christian thought from the institution of the Church 
through the Reformation to the contemporary schools. The course will 
emphasize Anglican history and theology in the second semester.  
 
Cross-Cultural Ministry  
This class is designed to enable students to develop skills for building 
relationships across cultural lines for effective ministry with people who are 
different from us.  
 
Diaconal Theology/Liturgical Role 
A study of the history and theology of the diaconate, its traditional purposes 
and contemporary  applications.  The theological and practical role of the 
deacon in the liturgy is included.    

Ethics  
An examination of the classic tradition of Christian moral theology in which 
the student assesses and evaluates a wide variety of moral questions in 
contemporary life. The course looks critically at the interaction between our 
faith and our actions. The perspective is that of the Anglican tradition. 
 
Evangelism  
This course will explore the nature of the Christian Gospel, how it  has spread 
over time, and the mission of the church.   Practical ways  to share the good 
news in our every day lives and as a parish in today's contemporary culture 
will also be discussed. 
 
Guide for the Perplexed 
This is the first online course offered at the Stanton Center. It consists of a 
series of video talks that students access whenever they are able.  It is aimed 
at lay people and addresses common questions many have of the faith in 
such a way as to open up deep and perennial theological questions.  
 
 
 

Course Descriptions 
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Homiletics 
A study of liturgical preaching and homiletic skills. Instruction includes a 
reflection on the pastoral and liturgical place of the sermon. In addition to 
classroom homiletical exercises and critiques, students preach during Stanton 
Center services. Prerequisites: Old Testament. 
 
Introduction to Christian Life (Spiritual Theology) 
An introduction to the basic elements of Christian spirituality, emphasizing the 
nature of the spirituality of Christian Scripture, and an analysis of Christian 
experience in light of Biblical revelation and Christian tradition. The course 
explores a variety of spiritual practices and techniques by application to the 
student’s pilgrimage.  
 
Introduction to Christian Ministry/Book of Common Prayer 
This course assists the student in discerning a call to ministry.  It will include 
instruction in the nature and functions of various ministry orders.  In the second 
semester, students will develop a working knowledge of the Book of Common 
Prayer. 
 
New Testament  
An exploration of the content, composition and theological emphases of the 
Synoptic Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, as well as the Gospel of John. 
Attention is given to major interpretive approaches and their presuppositions. 
The course also highlights the Book of Acts, the letters of Paul, the Pastoral 
Epistles, Hebrews, and the Book of Revelation, emphasizing their historical 
context, structure and theological content. 

Old Testament  
An in-depth exploration of the history, faith and literature of the people of 
Israel, from the origins of Israel’s oral tradition to the time of the Divided 
Kingdom. The course is also an exploration of the prophetic literature of the 
Hebrew Scriptures, Wisdom literature, apocalyptic materials and the Psalms. 
Classes focus on Old Testament theology and its application to the Christian 
faith.  
 

Pastoral Ministry 

An introduction to the Church’s ministry of pastoral care, including active 

listening, responding to grief and loss, family systems, pastoral care in various 

contexts, the use of the Pastoral Offices in the Book of Common Prayer, and lay 

pastoral ministry. 

 

 



 

  

 
Spiritual Leadership of Groups/Children and Youth 
This course will include training in group dynamics, adult learning, leading Bible 
studies, small group ministry, and other group activities such as retreats.  Suc-
cessful implementation of a ministry project will be part of the course  
requirements.  The second semester will focus on the unique learning needs of 
children and youth. 
 
The Creeds 
The ancient creeds were the early  Church’s guide to reading the Bible.  They also 
have served as the foundation of Anglican self-understanding and ecumenical 
effort. They enable us to put first things first. They “fence” out false understand-
ings of the faith. This course will expound their meaning in such a way as to draw 
out their pastoral and missional implications. 
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Faculty 

The Right Rev. James Stanton 

Consecrated the sixth bishop of the Episcopal Diocese 

of Dallas on March 6, 1993, Bishop Stanton’s episcopacy 

was well-known for his strong advocacy of biblical au-

thority and his success in strengthening mission and 

evangelism ministries throughout the diocese. The 

Stanton Center is honored to once again begin the 

faculty list with the namesake of the school, a scholar 

whose life and ministry has reasserted traditional values 

of Christian faith, order, and morality.  

 

• D.D. Church Divinity School 
of the Pacific, Berkeley, CA 

• D. D., Nashotah House, 

Nashotah, WI  

• D.D. University of the South, 
Sewanee, TN 

• D. Min., Southern California 

School of Theology, 
Claremont, CA 

• C.A.S. Church Divinity School 

of the Pacific, Berkeley, CA 

 

     The Rev. Canon Victor Lee Austin, Ph.D. 

 

 
 

Father Austin is Theologian-in-residence for the diocese. His books include Up with Authority: Why 
We Need Authority to Flourish as Human Beings; Christian Ethics: A Guide for the Perplexed; and 
Losing Susan: Brain Disease, the Priest's Wife, and the God Who Gives and Takes Away. He is par-
ticularly interested in the intersection of theology and everyday life. 
 

• Ph.D. in Theology, Fordham University 

• M.Div. cum laude, General Theological Seminary 

• M.A. in Education, University of New Mexico 

• B.A., St. John's College in Santa Fe 

 



 

  

 
 
The Rev. Dr. Matthew Burdette 
 
 
 

The Rev. Dr .  Matthew Burdette is  from Princeton, New Jersey, and is  the rector 
of  St .  Christopher ’s in  Dal las.  He serves  as associate director  of  the Center for 
Cathol ic  and Evangel ical  Theology. Fr .  Burdette is  married to  his  l i felong f r iend 
Evie.  

• PH.  D.,  University  of  Aberdeen  

• M. Div. ,  General  Theological  Seminary  
 
 
 
The Rev. Mark Hall 
 
 
 

Deacon Mark serves at St. Matthew’s Cathedral.  He also serves as Diocesan Deacon for Outreach 
and Social Justice.   

• Diploma in Diaconal Ministry, The Stanton Center 

• J.D., Georgetown University Law Center 

• B.A., Drake University 

 

 

 

Canon Carrie Boren Headington 
 

 

 

Carrie teaches and speaks throughout the United States and abroad.  She serves as the  
Canon for Evangelism for the Diocese of Dallas.                               
•   Diploma in Theology, Evangelism, and Apologetics:  Oxford University  
•   M.A. in Education, Harvard University CTh 
•   B.A., Yale University 

 

 

The Rev. Canon Jordan Hylden 

 
 
 

Canon Hylden is Canon Theologian and Director of Vocations for the Diocese of Dallas. His Th D. 
dissertation at Duke was in theology and ethics, and he has previously taught at Lutheran South-
ern Theological Seminary (Columbia, SC) and St. Louis University (St. Louis, MO).   
 

• A.B., Harvard University 

• M.Div., Duke University 

• Th.D., Duke University 
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Ms. Toni Luc-Tayengo     
 
 

Toni has a degree in anthropology, spent two years working as a missionary in Africa, and is current ly 
involved in ministry with Latinos and youth.  

•    M. Div., Perkins School of Theology at SMU   

•    B.A., Southern Methodist University  
 

 
 

 
 Mr. Matthew Esquivel  
 
 
 

Matthew Esquivel is a doctoral student in the History of Christian Tradition at Southern Methodist 
University. He graduated with an MTS from the Perkins School of Theology in May 2017. In his doctoral 
studies, he seeks to contribute to his field by exploring the early Church’s notion of salvation as sharing 
in the life of God (theosis), the work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Church (pneumatology), and 
what it means to be the church (ecclesiology).  He has also served in vocational ministry in non-
denominational, charismatic church settings since 2009, and he was ordained into pastoral ministry in 
2011. He served as a campus minister at Southern Methodist University from 2009-2016, where he 
worked in partnership with campus ministries of various denominational backgrounds to host campus-
wide prayer and outreach events. He and his wife currently reside in Dallas, TX and attend Storehouse 
Dallas Church, where he serves as Associate Pastor and the Director of Encounter Jesus School.  

• Th.D., (candidate) Perkins School of Theology  

• M.T.S. Perkins School of Theology 

• B.A., Southern Methodist University 

 
 
 
 
The Rev. Canon Diana Nelson Luck     
 
 
 

Deacon Diana has been teaching the Diaconal courses for the Diocese of Dallas since 1999. 
She has served as a deacon at St. Matthew’s Cathedral since her ordination in 1996, and as  
Archdeacon of the Diocese for ten years.  

• L.M., The Anglican School of Theology     

• B.A., The University of Texas at Arlington   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 
 
The Rev. Canon George Luck   
 
 
 

     Fr. Luck has been leading students into an understanding and appreciation of the 
Old Testament since 1972 and Spiritual Theology since 1998, first at the Anglican 
School of Theology and now at the Stanton Center.  

• Honor Professor of Old Testament    

• M. Div., Philadelphia Divinity School 
• B.A., University of North Texas 

                                                                     

  

                         The Rev. Dr. Marcia  Pounders 

 

Mtr. Marci works in hospice chaplaincy, covering North Dallas, Richardson, Garland, 
and all of Collin County for Hope Hospice. Prior to her last position as Associate at 
Church of the Ascension in Dallas, she had a distinguished career as Chaplain and 
Coordinator for Supportive, Palliative, and Hospice Services at Baylor University  

Medical Center. Mtr. Marci is currently a Spiritual Director in the SMU Perkins Spir-
itual Directors Network. 

• D. Min., Perkins School of Theology 

• M.Div., Perkins  School of Theology 

• B.S., University of Louisville 

   

      

                         Christopher Wells, PhD. 

 

Dr. Christopher Wells is executive director and editor of the Living Church Founda-
tion, overseeing all of its publishing and teaching initiatives, fundraising, and staff.  
He is affiliate professor of theology at the General Theological Seminary and 
Nashotah House Theological Seminary, where he teaches courses on Augustine of 
Hippo, Thomas Aquinas, and Anglican ecclesiology. He has published articles on 
Aquinas and ecclesiology in various journals, and since 2011 has served as theologi-
cal consultant to the Anglican-Roman Catholic Consultation in the U.S. (ARC-USA). 
Christopher is a member of Church of the Incarnation in Dallas, and enjoys reading, 
running, gastronomy, Notre Dame football, and all the arts. 

• PhD., University of Notre Dame 

• MAR, Yale Divinity School 

• BA, St. Olaf College 
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The Rev. Canon  Dr. Jordan Hylden, Dean 
jhylden@edod.org 
stantoncenter@edod.org 
 
 

Laura Faulkner,  
Ministry Assistant for the Dean 
stantoncenter@edod.org 

 

Stanton Center Administration 



 

  

CLASS  TERM DAY TIME INSTRUCTOR 

Church History , Gen/Ang Full year Saturday 
4:00-7:00 

pm 

Esquivel/

Wells 

Cross-Cultural Ministry Spring Saturday 
1:00-4:00 

pm 
Luc-Tayengo 

Diaconal Theology/Liturgy Full year Saturday 
8:00-11:00 

am 
D. Luck 

Ethics Spring Saturday 
1:00-4:00 

pm 
Austin 

Evangelism Full year Saturday 
8:00-11:00 

am 
Headington 

Homiletics Fall Saturday 
1:00-4:00 

pm 
Burdette 

Intro. To Christian Life Full year Saturday 
8:00-11:00 

am 
G. Luck 

Intro. To Christian Ministry 

and the BCP 
Full year Saturday 

1:00-4:00 

pm 

Hylden/D. 

Luck 

Old Testament  Full year Saturday 
4:00-7:00 

pm 
Stanton 

New Testament Full year Saturday 
1:00-4:00 

pm 
Stanton 

Pastoral Ministry Full Year Saturday 
1:00-4:00 

pm 
Pounders 

Spiritual Leadership of 

Groups/Children and Youth 
Full Year Saturday 

4:00-7:00 

pm 

D. Luck/

Luc Tayen-

go 

The Creeds Full year Saturday 
8:00-11:00 

am 
Stanton 

     

 Schedule of Classes 
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              2020-2021 STANTON CENTER CALENDAR      

 AUGUST      

Sat, Aug. 8     Orientation 9am-2pm  
  

Sat, Aug. 15      Classes and Eucharist  
      

 SEPTEMBER   

   

Sat, Sept. 19   Classes and Eucharist  
     

  

 OCTOBER   

   

Sat, Oct . 17 Classes and Eucharist  
   

Oct.  23-25 Stanton Center Retreat  
      

 NOVEMBER   

   

Sat, Nov. 21 Classes and Eucharist  
      

 DECEMBER   

   

Sat, Dec. 19 Classes and Eucharist 

 

 JANUARY     

Sat, Jan. 16       Classes and Eucharist 

 

 FEBRUARY 

Sat, Feb. 20 Classes and Eucharist 

 

 MARCH 

Sat, March 20  Classes and Eucharist 

Sat. March 27 Lenten Quiet Day 

 

 APRIL 

Sat, April 17 Classes and Eucharist 

 

 MAY 

Sat, May 15 Classes and Graduation 

Frisco Class Dates 

August 22,  

September 12,  

October 10,  

November 14,  

December 12,  

January  9,  

February 13,  

March 13,  

April 10,  

May 8 



 

  

Fall Retreat at Crescent Moon 

Lodge and Retreat Center 
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